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ABSTRACT

Introduction

Today, limited water resources are one of the most problems of agriculture in Iran country. On the other hand, the growing population necessitates the
production of more food. Therefore, finding solutions to overcome water shortages in different regions has always been one of the studies and research
priorities (Khairabi et al., 2017). On the other hand, sweeteners among the important foods are used as a flavoring and sweetener in a wide range of food
products. The most common sweetener that is widely used by humans to create the desired taste in a variety of foods is sugar. Sugar is, one of the most
important sources of energy in the human diet. It has a daily consumption and is relatively cheap compared to the amount of calories produced. Sugar has
always been considered and supported by governments as a strategic commodity (Azarpour et al., 2017). According to different researches, there are many
natural sweeteners to replace sucrose in food, and the side effects of artificial sweeteners, especially on the characteristics of the final product, have been
significant. Therefore, the use of natural sweeteners instead of sucrose has received special attention (Alizadeh et al., 2014). Stevia, as a plant with
medicinal and anti-diabetic effects, is native to the mountainous region of Amoeba, located on the border of Brazil and Paraguay, which is widely cultivated
in Shiraz and Isfahan in Iran. This plant has medicinal and nutritional properties that contain sweet compounds and it contains (steviosides and ribadiosides)
which are approximately 200 to 300 times sweeter than sucrose (Hanson et al., 1993). Stevia is used as a sweetener in the production of jams, drinks,
juices, soft drinks and ice cream suitable for diabetics (Raisi et al., 2014).

Because of water resources of suitable quality for irrigation of crops in our country are limited, the use of auxiliary methods, such as supplementary
irrigation (to meet the water needs of the plant during the growing season and increase yield) is essential. In this study, research on stevia plant under
different treatments such as: (without supplementary irrigation, single irrigation at flowering and two irrigations at flowering and seedling) and study of
different treatments on stevia yield in both greenhouse and farm environment have been carried out.

Material and methods

This research was carried out in the greenhouse and research farm of the Department of Water Engineering, Faculty of Agriculture, Razi University
(located at 47 degrees and 9 minutes east longitude and 34 degrees and 21 minutes north latitude with 1319.8 meters above sea level) during 2016 and
2017. In this study, three treatments of supplementary irrigation were considered to investigate the effect of supplementary irrigation on stevia crop yield.
The considered levels were included as no supplementary irrigation, single irrigation at flowering time and two irrigations at seedling and flowering times
respectively. During the research, water requirement using daily data extracted from lysimetric data of grass cultivation and considering plant coefficients
equal to 0.76, 1.15, 1.49 and 1.17 for four stages of stevia plant growth in both the study area (greenhouse and research farm) was calculated and provided
to the plant using surface irrigation (Jalili et al. 2019).The experiment was performed in three replications and a total of 18 pots in each places (greenhouse
and research farm) with an outer diameter of 40 cm and 4 plants were planted in each pot. The pots were prepared for stevia cultivation on May 1st. On
May 25, fertilizing the soil inside the pots was carried out based on the fertilizer recommendation. The amount of 120 kg/ha of triple superphosphate, 120
kg/ha of urea fertilizer, 120 kg/ha of potassium sulfate and 5 tons/ha of rotted manure were considered for plant growth period. The fertilizers were mixed
with soil before planting. After the initial fertilization, the surface soil of the pot was shaken to mix the fertilizer with the soil.

Measured indicators

Plant indices measured in this study were included root length, leaf weight (total amount of leaves harvested for each treatment), plant height (length of
aerial part of the plant from soil surface to the end of the tallest leaf), weight of 100 leaves, number of branches, the number of leaves per plant and the
sugar content of the stevia plant. The phenol-sulfuric acid method was used to measure the sugar content of stevia, which is a soluble sugar (Nielsen,
2017). Leaf samples powdered with liquid nitrogen were used to determine soluble sugars. Required solutions were included 80% ethanol, 0.5% phenol
solution (0.5 g of phenol dissolved in 100 ml of distilled water) and 98% sulfuric acid. In this study, water use efficiency was determined based on leaf
yield and sugar production in each treatment by dividing each of the mentioned functions by the amount of water consumption per hectare, respectively.

Results and discussion

The total water requirement during the growth period of stevia for all treatments in the first and second year of cultivation in the greenhouse environment
were zero mm of rainfall and 2023.7 and 1747.5 mm of water requirement, respectively. In the research farm, were 267.4 and 155.4 mm of rainfall and
1824.4 and 1685.5 mm.

The average two-year results of the study showed that the highest and lowest leaf yields, in the greenhouse and research farm environment were (367.80
and 260.80) and sugar yield in the greenhouse were (337.2 and 235.4) kg/ha, respectively. The average yield of sugar in greenhouse and research farm
were (81.3 and 41.9), (70.2 and 30.8) kg/ha for dual irrigation treatments at the time of flowering and seedling and without supplementary irrigation
respectively. The highest and lowest water use efficiencies in the greenhouse and research farm environment for dual irrigation treatments at the time of
flowering and seeding and without supplementary irrigation based on leaf yield were (0.98 and 0.69), (0.96) and 0.67) and sugar yield (0.65, 0.33), (0.60
and 0.26) kg/ha/mm, respectively.
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In this study, the application of different treatments on water use efficiency at the probability level (P <0.01) was investigated. The results indicated a
significant difference between the applied treatments. According to the obtained results, the lowest water use efficiency based on leaf and sugar yield was
related to the treatment without supplementary irrigation. This has led to a reduction in surface water consumption by the plant without the effect of
increasing leaf and sugar yield. Therefore, water use efficiency based on leaf and sugar yield were decreased. The results showed that the treatment with
two supplementary irrigations at the time of flowering and seeding had the highest water use efficiency in terms of leaf and sugar yield compared to the
other treatments. The results obtained in the greenhouse showed that single irrigation treatment at flowering time and treatment without supplementary
irrigation compared to double irrigation treatment at flowering and seedling (control treatment) caused a decrease of (20.9% and 33.6%) and (29.3% and
48.5%) in leaf and sugar yield respectively. In the research farm environment, the results showed that single irrigation treatment at flowering time and
treatment without supplementary irrigation compared to double irrigation treatment at flowering and seedling (control treatment) caused a decrease of
(22.9% and 36.8%) and (30.2% and 56.2%) in leaf and sugar yield respectively.

Based on the Benhmimou et al. (2017) study, the dry stevia leaf yield was 24.79, 20.36, and 11.44 gram per plant at irrigation levels of 100%, 80% and
50%. This indicated that dry leaf yield decreased by irrigation reduction. In addition, leaf stevia yield was investigated by Parris et al. (2016) for different
irrigation treatments, which confirmed the results of the current study. In that study, dry leaf yield was measured at irrigation levels of 10, 20, 40, 60, 80
kPa of stevia, which were reported to be 5.68, 5.25, 4.63, 4.76 and 4.25 t/ha, respectively. In this study, except of 60 kPa irrigation suction treatment,
which showed a small increase in dry leaf yield, the rest of the results showed a direct relationship between irrigation rate and dry leaf yield, which
confirms the results of this study. Also, based on the results presented by Parris et al. (2017), the relationship between the total amount of steviol glycoside
and different levels of irrigation was direct. Based on different irrigation treatments of 10, 20, 40, 60, 80 kPa, its amount was reported to be 898, 855, 700,
634 and 579 kg/ha, respectively, which is consistent and confirms the research results obtained in this study. Meanwhile, the results of Ghamarnia et al.
(2016) were showed that different levels of irrigation under 40, 60, 80 and 100 percent on water use efficiency of stevia had a significant difference at the
level of one percent. Irrigation levels of 40 and 100 percent had the lowest and highest water use efficiency in terms of leaf and sugar yield compared to
other treatments, respectively. Also, their published results showed that all the various parameters of the stevia plant were significantly decreased with
increasing the percentage of low irrigation.

Conclusions

The present study was conducted to investigate the effect of supplementary irrigation on stevia yield in research farm and greenhouse environment. The
experiment was carried out in different treatments such as: without supplementary irrigation, single irrigation at flowering time and two irrigations at
flowering and seedling time. The results of this study indicated that supplementary irrigation has an effective role in increasing leaf and sugar yield of
stevia. Among the different treatments that were considered for supplementary irrigation, two supplementary irrigations at the time of flowering and
seedling of the plant had the best yield results, which indicates the need for more water for the plant due to its physiological characteristics at the time of
flowering and seedling. This amount had around 53.6% increase in leaf and sugar yield in the field and 54.4% increase in yield in the greenhouse compared
to the control treatment respectively.

In this study, the effect of different irrigation treatments on the morphological characteristics of stevia was evaluated and it was found that different levels
of irrigation had a significant effect on those characteristics. The results showed that dual irrigation treatment at the time of flowering and seedling had
the most effective results in increasing root length, plant height, leaf weight, number of branches and number of leaves. For example, the root length in
the two supplementary irrigation treatments in the field environment was 132 c¢cm, while without supplementary irrigation was only 94.5 cm. Also, the
number of leaves per stevia plant in the treatment of two supplementary irrigations was 47 versus 32.5 in the treatment without supplementary irrigation.
This means that supplementary irrigation was played an important role in the development and completion of growth of various parts of the stevia plant.
According to the results obtained in this study for stevia, two supplementary irrigations at the time of flowering and seeding were recommended to increase
all yields.
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ABSTRACT

Introduction

Maize is one of the most important crops that in addition to food supply and livestock products, plays an important role in creating employment
in the agricultural, industrial and commercial sectors. Maize ranks third in the world in terms of area under cultivation (after wheat and rice) and
second in terms of yield (after sugarcane). It is also a rich source of oil and protein, which provides between 8% to 15% of the protein needed
by the world. Despite the severe limitation of water resources and the occurrence of frequent droughts, this plant, which also needs a lot of water,
is cultivated in most parts of Iran. Since the price of water and energy in Iran is not significant, farmers cultivate crops outside the appropriate
cropping pattern of the region.

Methodology

This study was conducted to investigate the effects of deficit irrigation on quantitative and qualitative characteristics and water use efficiency of
grain maize (KSC 706 cultivar) in Kermanshah, in 2017 in a randomized complete block design with four irrigation treatments (100, 120, 80,
and 60% of field capacity) and three replications were designed and applied by furrow irrigation method. Due to the lack of rainfall at the time
of the study, the net irrigation requirement of the control treatment was calculated by adding the values of daily evapotranspiration between the
two irrigations. According to the controlled conditions of the study and the short length of furrows, irrigation efficiency was assumed to be 90%,
and based on this, the gross irrigation requirement of the control treatment was calculated. The irrigation requirement of other treatments was
defined as a coefficient of irrigation requirement of the control treatment. The reason for choosing over-irrigation treatment was insufficient
uncertainty about the method of irrigation requirement calculation (FAO-Penman-Monteith equation) in the study area. Irrigation was performed
as a closed-end furrow with a 7-day irrigation cycle using a volume meter.

Results and Discussion

Results indicated significant effects of deficit- irrigation on crop yield (grain and biomass), leaf area index, harvest index, canopy cover, seed
oil content, the weight of plant organs (stem, leaf, and ear), number of seeds per ear, ear length, and water use efficiency in terms of grain,
biomass, and fat. The effect of water stress on maize characteristics was different during the various stages of the growth period. The effect of
water stress was greater at the end of the growth period (grain filling stage). Treatment of 40% deficit- irrigation with 3631 kg/ha, 12143 kg/ha,
216.66 g, and 288 g, respectively, grain yield, biomass yield, 1000-seed weight, and the number of grains per ear reduced 69, 49, 11, and 21%
respectively compared to the control treatment. The maximum crop water productivity in terms of grain, biomass, and fat were 1.15, 2.74, and
0.0488 kg/ha, respectively was observed in over-irrigation treatment. According to the results of this study, the application of deficit irrigation
on maize (cultivar of KSC 706) is not recommended in Kermanshah.

Conclusion

The sensitivity of grain maize to water stress is less in the early stages of the growing season and gradually increases from the middle of the
growing season and reaches its maximum at the time of pollination and seed formation. Therefore, in this region, deficit irrigation strategy can
be recommended with caution at the beginning of its growth period (vegetative growth stage) only to use maize biomass. In this study, although
water stress increased the quality of corn grain by affecting its oil percentage, but did not increase the overall oil yield. According to the crop
water productivity index (in terms of grain, biomass, and seed oil), it can be said that deficit irrigation has reduced this index and the maximum
amount of this index was allocated to over-irrigation treatment.
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ABSTRACT

Introduction

Drought in Iran is a climatic fact and due to the growing need for water in different sectors, the problem of drought will become more acute in
the coming years. In such cases, one of the practical solutions is the optimal use of water consumption. Water consumption management in
agriculture can be very effective. Determining water consumption management indicators such as the amount of irrigation water, irrigation
efficiency and water productivity in various crops and orchards in the country is one of the most important tools and key indicators in macro-
agricultural planning. Regarding the volume of irrigation water in the agricultural sector, the figures provided in the country are very different.
Therefore, it is necessary to do a research work and its results would be a great help for decision makers. Therefore, the main purpose of this
research project is direct measurement and irrigation water fields of saffron cultivation under the management of farmers.

Methodology

This project is a crop-based research that measured applied water by farmers to produce saffron during a growing season. The farms in Torbat-
e Heydarieh, Zaveh and Gonabad were identified and selected with the help of experts. In each selected plain, 6 farms were selected for data
collection and monitoring. Three methods of surface irrigation, roll line and peifelex were evaluated in this project. The volume of irrigation
water for saffron in each field was determined by measuring the flow rate of the water source and its operating time. For this purpose, first the
output flow of the water source was measured with a suitable device (flume, couter) and then the irrigation time was measured. In each of the
farms in questionnaire, the characteristics of the farms include; Crop area, total land area, field soil texture, soil electrical conductivity and
irrigation water were measured. Some characteristics of farms such as location, irrigation method, irrigation water source, type of irrigation
network (modern, traditional), characteristics of users, etc. were done by compiling information registration forms. In addition, the final yield of
saffron was measured to calculate water use efficiency. The amount of saffron evapotranspiration in each region was calculated using
meteorological data by Penman Mantis method.

Results and discussion

The results of field measurements showed that the average of applied water in Peifelex, roll line and surface irrigation systems were 3713, 3900
and 4691 m®/ha respectively. The volume of saffron irrigation water in Torbat-e-Heydariyeh, Zaveh and Gonabad cities was 4974, 4816 and
4517 m3/ha, respectively. The average yield of saffron in Zaveh and Torbat-e Heydariyeh counties was 7.3 kg / ha and in Gonabad county was
5 kg / ha. The highest crop water profuvtivity was 0.001669 kg / m3 in Zaveh city and the lowest was related to Gonabad city (0.001076 kg /
m3). The results also showed that in all three studied regions, the net crop water requirement in the year of the research was higher than the last
decade. Application efficiency based on ten-year statistics in Zaveh, Torbat-e Heydarieh and Gonabad counties was 51, 49 and 87%, respectively.

Conclusions

This study showed that in saffron cultivation irrigation, among the three methods of surface irrigation, roll line and Piflex, farmers give the least
volume of irrigation water to the plant by Piflex method and the highest volume of irrigation water to the plant by surface method. On the other
hand, saffron yield in irrigation with Piflex pipes was 7.4 kg / ha and the lowest yield in surface irrigation was 6 kg. As a result, the highest water
use efficiency of 0.00198 kg / m3 was obtained in irrigation with Piflex pipes and the lowest efficiency of surface irrigation method was 0.00129
kg / m3. Comparison of saffron irrigation water volume in the three studied regione of Zaveh, Gonabad and Torbat Heydariyeh shows that the
highest volume of saffron irrigation water belongs to Torbat Heydariyeh city and the lowest belongs to Gonabad. On the other hand, the highest
yield of saffron was observed in Zaveh and Torbat-e Heydarieh counties and the lowest yield was observed in Gonabad. In total, the highest
water use efficiency was 0.001714 kg / m3 in Zaveh city and the lowest productivity was 0.001103 kg / m3 in Gonabad. Water consumption
efficiency in Torbat Heydariyeh was equal to 0.001713 kg / m3. Application efficiency based on ten-year statistics in Zaveh, Torbat-e Heydarieh
and Gonabad counties was 51, 49 and 87%, respectively. According to the volume of irrigation water and the area under cultivation, the average
weight of irrigation water volume was 4296 cubic meters per hectare.
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ABSTRACT

Introduction

The sediment rating curve only requires river discharge data to estimate the suspended sediment load of the river; its equation form is simple
and understandable. The mentioned characteristics of the sediment rating curve have led to this method being the most widely used model for
estimating the suspended sediment load. Application of sediment rating curve often faced with a high error in the estimation of suspended
sediment load; therefore, different studies have been done to reduce this limitation. The most common reform in sediment rating curve has been
applied in providing correction factors, but in this study, different estimations of sediment rating curve coefficients using robust estimators have
been evaluated. In this study, we assumed that the available data had good accuracy and robust regression can improve the precision of estimates
of sediment rating curve. This research aims to apply and assess robust least trimmed square and MM estimation for sediment ration curve’s
coefficients estimations and compare the results against the application of conventional ordinary least square methods.

Methodology

Estimation of the river sediment load has an essential role in the environmental management of watersheds. Different hydraulic and hydrologic
methods have been developed to estimate the sediment load in rivers. However, the sediment rating curve method is widespread considered
because of its simple calculation and easy understanding. River suspended sediment load estimation is faced with a high level of error. Like
other methods of sediment load estimation, the suspended sediment rating curve method has these limitations. Improving the suspended sediment
load estimation can lead to higher reliability of the access to information in environmental and hydrological planning. Application of robust
estimations can improve sediment rating curve estimation considering the impact of outliers in the conventional application of ordinary least
square estimation of sediment rating curve. Four hydrometry data series were used to investigate the effect of conventional ordinary least square
error estimation and MM and least trimmed square robust estimations. Different estimations (considering numerical precision criteria) in four
data series are compared.

Results and discussion

Comparison of different estimations for investigated hydrometric recorded data is interpreted using numerical goodness of fit criteria, i.e., RMSE
and MAE. The best estimates are MM considering coefficient of determination and least trimmed square assessing MAE, while ordinary least
square estimation has the best precision of fitness based on RMSE. Investigation of estimated regression lines using different estimators shows
that robust estimation results can be similar or different in comparison with ordinary least square estimation. Also, robust estimation improved
suspended sediment load for high discharge values in some cases. In other cases, it led to a decrease in estimation precision for high discharge
values and an increase in precision for low discharge values.

Conclusions

The robust regressions, i.e., least trimmed square and MM, can improve ordinary least square estimation in sediment rating curve analysis. The
estimated sediment rating curve using robust regression can be led to similar results, overestimation, or underestimation in comparison with the
ordinary least square application.
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ABSTRACT

Introduction

The ever-expanding management needs have led to computer models play important role in modern agricultural management. The Aqua Crop model is
one of these models, which is designed to simulate crop performance by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), taken from the review articles of
the Journal of Irrigation and Drainage No. 33, prepared by Dornbas and Kasam (1979). Was, expanded, and developed. Among the specifications of the
Aqua Crop model in comparison with similar models, we can mention its simplicity, high capability, and good accuracy.

Methodology

This research was conducted in Bilal village of Shush city of Khuzestan Province in 2014. The climate of the region is hot and dry and the annual
rainfall is about 250 mm. The main cultivation of this city is Corn. Regarding the importance of this product in the city of Shush, we can be content with
the fact that in 1394, it has been the first place in Corn production in the province. This research is in the form of split plots with the main treatment of
Urea fertilizer (including 100, 80, and 50% of the fertilizer required for Corn (NO, N1, and N2)) and sub-treatment of irrigation water (including
irrigation of 100, 80 and 50% of water requirement) with four replications. According to the results, the model had the highest sensitivity to the two
parameters of flowering and seed pod filling periods. Also, in model calibration to simulate Corn yield, normalized water productivity (WP) and canopy
growth coefficient (CGC) values of 31 (g / m2) and 24.2% were obtained, respectively.

Results and discussion

Flowering time and pod filling time were the most sensitive parameters of the model (with moderate-high sensitivity). Therefore, more care should be
taken in measuring these parameters, because otherwise, the model simulation error may increase sharply. Also, the model had no sensitivity to the time
of germination of seeds. The statistical results show that the best simulation occurred in the NOE1 treatment with the least stress. As the stress increased,
the simulation and observation values became more different. In treatments where 50% fertilizer stress was applied, the simulation values are very
different from the observed values. Simulation is not appropriate in these treatments and the Aqua Crop model has not been able to predict product
performance under these stresses.

Conclusions

According to the results of this study, the best and weakest Corn yield simulations were related to NOE1 and N2EO treatments, respectively. The results
also showed the accuracy of performance simulation in NOE1 treatment, based on CE, RMSE, d, ME, and CRM statistical indices which are -0.2, 0.32,
0.73, 3.37, and 0.01 respectively, was higher than in other treatments. Therefore, the Aqua Crop model has a more suitable simulation when water and
fertilizer stresses are low. In general, according to the results of this study, the efficiency of the Aqua Crop model for grain Corn cultivation in Shush
city was considered appropriate and this model can be used to manage water in Corn fields.
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ABSTRACT

Introduction

In Iran climatic conditions due to the large groundwater abstraction volume by wells and also increase the number of drilled wells especially in recent
years it makes the calculation of water resources privacy very important in order to apply proper management on the conservation and optimal use of
groundwater resources. In this regard, one of the issues that concerns those involved in groundwater protection is the density and proximity of exploitation
wells and overdraft by exploiters. Observing the privacy of water resources is not only to prevent the water level of adjacent sources from decreasing but
also means the allowable withdrawal to the extent of the aquifer potential. Calculating the wells privacy and aqueducts and observing it is essential in the
optimal management of groundwater resources. In most cases, incorrect estimation of the well privacy and aqueducts or non-compliance with the relevant
rules will cause many problems and can lead to disputes between farmers and farmers as well as damage to groundwater resources.

Material and methods

In this study, first, the hydrodynamic coefficients of the studied aquifer were determined. In the next step, the quantitative privacy of all wells in the aquifer
area was determined. Then, the impact radius of each well was calculated using a mathematical model in two modes of corrective discharge (based on the
area under cultivation) and file discharge (discharge recorded in the exploitation license). Finally, a map of the impact radius of the wells in the GIS
environment was drawn and based on it, the areas with privacy interference were identified. Due to the interference of wells with each other, various
solutions were proposed to improve the current situation to be used by decision makers.

Results and discussion

Based on the obtained results, the average discharge of all exploitation wells in the corrective and case discharge mode was calculated to be 18.37 lit.s™
and 11.14 lits? (116.6 Km?), respectively. The results also showed that in the most optimistic case about 20% of the total aquifer area has privacy
interference. This causes the local wells to undergo simultaneous operation, severe localized cones and the aquifer to be subjected to unusual stresses,
which in the long perform causes a permanent and lasting decline in the aquifer and in the long perform results to subsidence of the earth's surface.

Conclusions

The results of the present study indicate that the fact unfortunately in most plains of the country that have agricultural uses there is a privacy interference
between exploitation wells and as a result of high density of wells and proximity to each other radius of impact of two or even several wells together
overlap. In addition, more harvesting of aquifer potential and capacity from wells increases the aquifer vulnerability and the likelihood of future problems.
It should also be noted that the Ravansar-Sanjabi aquifer is one of the aquifers that has more unfavorable conditions than other aquifers in the province
and in recent years due to stresses caused by droughts and unauthorized withdrawals has a sharp drop in water level. Therefore, the need for more
comprehensive studies in other plains and aquifers of more sensitive and more water stress areas can provide more complete results. Because it should be
noted that due to the current climate and drought, groundwater resources can not be properly renewed and recharged, and according to experiences in other
parts of the country, the current trend continues to cause a sharp drop in aquifer levels and consequently subsidence and Will sink.

Keywords: Groundwater resources, overdraft, privacy interference, Agricultural exploitation well, impact radius, Ravansar-Sanjabi aquifer, ArcGIS
software, subsidence
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